ING
ANIMALS AND PLANTS IN THE SCHOOL


Persons bringing animals and plants into the school must receive prior permission from the supervising teaching and the building principal.  Animals, including all vertebrates, invertebrates, and toxic plants such as poison ivy or sumac, may be brought into the classroom for educational purposes.

This policy and its rules shall be published in the student handbook.


Under no circumstances are animals to be transported on school buses.


Domesticated animals must be inoculated against rabies at the student’s expense before the school may bring such animals to school.  Animals must be adequately housed and cared for in screened cages.  Handling of animals and plants by students must be on a voluntary basis.  Only the teacher or students designated by the teacher are to handle the animals.


Teachers must assume primary responsibility for the humane, proper treatment of any animal in the classroom.


Teachers must be aware of federal and state laws regulating the handling of animals.


If animals are to be kept in the classroom on days when classes are not in session, the teacher must make arrangements for their feeding, care and safety.


All experiments using live animals must have prior approval of the principal.


If a staff member or student has been bitten by an animal, the incident must be reported immediately to the school office by the supervising teacher.  Principals are to assume responsibility to notify public authorities to have the 
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animal impounded for observation.  Principals will attempt to notify the parents.
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